
Resource Protection Committee 
Presentation

Chair -George Harnden
Member -3ÁÌÌÉÅ /ȭ(ÁÒÁ

Members - Bonnie Simms, Don Hoskins, Susie Kontul , Melissa Dezendorf, 
Sonja Zander, Vickie Ogden , Marge Rooyakkers and Jean Annucci .

(Dennis Clark, and Dave Wiles worked in the earlier committee )

Mission : 

The main goal of our committee is to protect and enhance 
the unique resources along the A1A corridor, create resource 
inventory and determine protections, review land codes & 
ordinances; billboards; cell towers; litter; tree; native 
landscaping , and create a scenic conservation long range 
plan to improve viewsheds . 
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Action Plan 1.0 
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Scenic Conservation Workshop

The Resource Committee attended a Scenic Conservation 
Workshop Earlier in 2009 presented by Scenic America 

and the NSB Resource Center and learned:

·About scenic conservation on a national level and how we 
can apply that to A1A.

·How to connect with others to work together to enhance 
the scenic corridor.

·How to look at the scenery along A1A through others eyes.
·To  develop the tools needed to develop a scenic 

conservation Plan for A1A.
·We then created a Resource Matrix showing all the parks 

and points of interest along the byway.
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Resource Matrix Example
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North Gateway Pull off at Ponte Vedra S in progress S St Johns

Bird Island Park at Ponte Vedra Library N C E in progress C P St Johns

Ponte Vedra Cultural Center C C St Johns

Guana River State Park N R A S H E S St Johns

Ponte Vedra Beach (Old A1A) R H P St Johns

The GTMNER Reserve Headquarters N R S H E more parking S F St Johns

Mickler's Landing Recreational Area (at CR203) R S H Parking C St Johns

South Ponte Vedra Park R S C St Johns

North Beach Park N R S C St Johns

Nease Park (3171 Coastal Hwy) N R S C St Johns

Surfside Park R H C St Johns

Fiddlers Green Park N C R S H C St Johns

Vilano Beach Town Center & Nature Boardwalk 

& Pier

N C S H in progress C St Johns

Native Greenway Boardwalk at Vilano Beach 

Pier (concept only)

R S concept C St Johns

Vilano Beach N R S C St Johns

Vilano Park - Boat Ramp R C St Johns

North City - Davenport Park - Merry-go-round R P c St Johns

Characteristic

Site
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Visual Evaluation Sheets Criteria

·Split the Byway into sections and assigned 
each committee member a section of the 
Byway to do a Visual Evaluation along the 
highway. Each member answered the 
following questions:

·What do you see that you like?

·What do you see that you dislike?

·How could it be improved?
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Section of Byway 
or Resource 

What do you see that you like? 
How does it contribute to the visual quality? 

What do you see that you dislike? 
How does it detract from the visual quality of 
the byway? 
How could it be improved or changed? 

Duval County Line 
to MiŎƪƭŜǊΩǎ 
Landing 

¶ Landscaped medians (double road) ¶ Too many signs (especially no parking) 

¶ /Ŝƭƭ ǘƻǿŜǊ ŀǘ aƛŎƪƭŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

¶ Utility Lines ς not concealed ς open and 
obstructive 

¶ Some houses appear too high  
Improvements 

¶ Reduce sign clutter 

¶ Disguise or eliminate cell tower 
 

aƛŎƪƭŜǊΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
to Vilano Beach 

¶ Two lane highway ς open and quaint 

¶ No utility lines through Guana State 
Park ς open experience 

¶ Utility lines at South Ponta Vedra 

¶ Off shoulder parking ς irratic 

¶ Sign clutter ς too many for bike paths 
on road and upright; no parking; other 
directionals 

Improvements 

¶ Remove  sign clutter  

¶ Utility lines in Old Ponta Vedra are obscured 
and others may be recessed off road 

Vilano Beach to 
Merry Go Round at 
San Marco Ave. 

¶ Beautiful vista going over the Vilano 
Bridge while entering the city-inlet 
and landscape viewable for miles 
unobstructed 

¶ Utility lines along May Street are 
concealed by Oak Canopied trees 

¶ Utility lines along Vilano Causeway 

¶ No parking signs along Vilano Causeway 

¶ Sign clutter around the intersection at 
may Street and San Marco 

Improvements 

¶ Remove  sign clutter ς use roadway painting 
or other alternatives 

¶ Recess utility lines further from corridor 

 

Detailed Reviews and Discussions

9/25/2009 6Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway



Section of Byway 

or Resource 

What do you see that you like? 

How does it contribute to the visual 

quality? 

What do you see that you dislike? 

How does it detract from the visual quality of 

the byway? How could it be improved or 

changed? 

Varn Park to Painters 

Hill 

 

a. Though open space along the oceanfront 

would be preferred, at least the houses 

going in are upscale and well kept.  

b. Some homes have nice, natural 

vegetation in front, separating A1A from the 

building.  

c. Bike path-this is a positive the entire route 

a. Beginning at Varn Park and traveling south, No 
Parking signs are an eyesore, approximately 
every 50 to 100 ft, mostly on the ocean side.  

b. Overhead power lines on the Oceanside 
detract from the scene.  

c. Constant development -though recently 
slowed -will take over the ocean side in time.  

d. Some homes have no vegetation except grass 
between    A1A and the building.  

e. The back of a huge billboard is ugly on the 
right, just before Painters Hill. The advertisement 
is on the south side only. The north side shows 
only the board's construction.  

Improvements:  

a. Contact FDOT and get the No Parking signs 
down or at least decreased.  

b. Underground power lines 

c. Plant sidewalk/canopy trees between the 
poles.  

d. Plant native wildflowers in the 24 foot clear 
zone.   

e. Work with homeowners and the county  to 
plant native grasses/shrubs or find a way to plant 
them on the easement property along the 
roadway.  

f. See if we can't get that billboard taken down. I 
feel that if we complain about the back being 
ugly, the company will just put up another 
advertisement on that side.  

 

Consensus Gained for Improvements
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Results of the Evaluation 
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Funding Opportunities
·Where do we get 

funding to do these 
tasks?
·Federal National 

Scenic Byways 
Program

·State Department of 
Transportation 
(Transportation 
Enhancement 
Funding et al)

·County Match support 
·State Department of 

Environmental 
Protection

·Private Sources 

3/20/2009 Funding Gap Matrix

Item 

Rank Improvement Project County

Amount

Needed Funding Source Potential

Project Manager

Lead Notes

A1A Brochure reprints Byway $12,000 TDC with additional programming Friends - Flalger and St Johns

Bay Drive Park Construciton Flagler TBD TBD Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Bill Board Removal Byway $2,500 TBD Friends Bev Beach 2 down

Bings Landing Canoe launch and pier Flagler TBD TBD Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Blue Bird Restoration - Vilano St Johns $10,000 TBD / Jax Community Foundation St Johns - Vilano Main Street

Byway Video Byway $5,000 VISIT FLORIDA Friends

Byway Greenway Markeiting Byway $5,000 VISIT FLORIDA-Cultural Heritage Friends

Cultural Education Programs Byway $20,000 Florida Humanities Program Friends

Cultural Heritage Areas Byway $10,000 VISIT FLORIDA Friends

Education Grants - Florida A1A Intrinsic 

Qualities Summer Camps Byway $25,000 

Local Foundations / 

Jax Childrens Commission/ FDEA/ Channing 

Betting Friends

Flagler Beach Historical Museum Flagler $800,000 TBD Friends & City of Flalger Beach

Flagler Beach Historical Museum Flagler $1,100 Bank of America/local Foundations Friends

office space available; Chamber 

of Ocmmerce may pay

Flalger Beach Water Tank Painting Flagler $12,000 TBD Friends

Greenway Trail Improvements Byway $25,000 Greenway Trails Program Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Hammock Tennis Courts Flagler TBD TBD Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Applied Historic Markers Byway $8,000 Division of Historic Resources (-4000) Friends DECLINED

HOG Rally Promotions St Johns $5,000 

TDC with additional programming/ 

Harley Davisonson Foundation Friends & Fl Scenic Highways FDOT

Land Acquisitons TBD TBD TBD Friends & Partners ESL

Landscaping properties/highways Byway $30,000 FDOT Friends

Mala Compra Greenway-

Benches - tables along trails Flagler $10,000 TBD / DRI Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Applied Marketing Plan Byway $350,000 National Scenic Byways Program Friends

Maps - Nations Oldest Port NHA

St Johns Co applies / Port 

Authority Funds

Northern Gateway Palm Tree 

Replacements Flagler $20,000 TBD Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Oral Histories Byway $5,000 TBD / Florida Humanities Council Friends 9 more funded by SJ Co

Orange Bird Restoration - Hammock Flagler $10,000 TBD / Bank of America Friends 

River to Sea Preserve Entrance 

Enhancements Flagler $50,000 TBD FDOT/ Flagler Gen Seervices & Parks

Applied Stewardship Scenic Coastal Cleanups Byway $50,000 Coastal Partnership Initiative Friends RECEIVED

St Aug Beach Rest Rooms St Johns

Co Health Dept May be Forced to 

Fund

Varn Park Expansion - Parking & Amenities Flagler TBD TBD Flagler Gen Svs/Parks

Vilano Civic Center (Fiddlers Green)

Interior Renovations St Johns $2,000,000 TBD / NSB SJ Parks & Rec more funds needed

Water Taxi St Johns TBD TBD Friends /FIND

Wayfinding Sign Contruction Phase Byway TBD NSB 2010 Friends & Partners St Johns/Flagler

Wildflower Council Plantings and Education Byway $30,000 Wildflower Foundations/Global Funds Friends & Partners

Windswept Acres Park -

Interior Renovations St Johns $70,000 NSB modification? / Historic Preservation SJ Parks & Rec/Planning Dept Possible in house

Funding Gap Matrix
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Billboards & Cell Towers

·Obtain and study Land Development Codes 
ɉ,$#ȭÓɊÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ 
ÂÙ×ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÍÁÔÒÉØ ÏÆ ,$#ȭÓȢ

·Map locations of Cell Towers and Billboards 
(Show locations where new cell towers could go.

·Create a model Cell Tower Ordinance and a 
billboard ordinance

·Sell the municipalities and counties on correcting 
their ordinances.
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Cell Tower Plan
1. hōǘŀƛƴ [ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻŘŜǎ ό[5/Ωǎύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ 

and all the municipalities within the A1A Scenic Byway.  

2. Obtain FCC information on Digital Television Towers. 

3. Scenic America Publication on Cell Towers. 

4. Try to obtain county maps showing the location of present 

towers.  

5. Fill in county maps with all tall structures that could be used for 

a cell tower (Water Towers, high condos, etc.) 

6. Extract the cell tower ordinances sections from each of the 

[5/ΩǎΦ 

7. Help the committee look over each of the sections to determine 

whether sections are weak and should be rewritten.  

8. Present to the county or municipality any changes that we think 

should be made in their codes for cell tower protection. (First 

push for a moratorium on new towers till the changes can be put 

in) 
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Land Development Code Table
City/County Status of LDC Billboard 

Ordinance 

Cell Tower Ordinance Recommended 

Action for A1A 

Ponte Vedra Article III ï 

Special Districts  

of St. Johns 

County Land 

Development 

Code (LDC) 

Part 3.05.00 

Ponte Vedra 

Zoning District 

Part 3.06.00 

Ponte 

Vedra/Palm 

Valley Coastal 

Corridor overlay 

district 

 

Part of Article 

VII ï Signs 

Sec. 7.00.02 

Zoning and 

Comprehensive 

Plan ï A: 

billboards  

Billboards are 

part of Sign 

Ordinance 

 

No Specific Cell Tower 

Ordinance was found, 

and there are some cases 

of conflicts with Verizon 

Wireless, which concern 

the location of a cell 

tower, no additional 

details were found. 

St. Johns County 

add a Cell Tower 

Ordinance to its LDC, 

covering Ponte 

Vedra as a special 

district to  protect  

the A1A Scenic 

Byway 
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Model Cell Tower Ordinance
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ÅTemporary Moratorium on new cell tower 
applications and permits.

ÅProper definitions for cell towers, and 
encourage using present sites. 

ÅProhibiting all types of  cell towers within the 
view shed. 



·Temporary Moratorium on new billboard 
applications and permits.

·Definitions that include the new types of 
billboards. 

·Prohibiting all types of billboards. 

·Amortization of all billboards along A1A by 
2015. 

Model Billboard Ordinance 
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GIS Mapping ςSt Johns County

ÅPoint 1
ÅPoint 2
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