
Wild Coffee

Biodiversity, or Biological Diversity, is a 
measure of how healthy our ecosystems 
are. Healthy ecosystems support high 
biological diversity. Flagler County is 
located at the boundary of two 
biogeographic zones: the temperate and 
the tropical.  Because of this, a wide 
range of plant and animal species are 
found here.  

Like tourists, some animals come to 
Florida only seasonally.  Located on a 
migratory path, Flagler County is where 
many species of birds stop to rest and 
replenish themselves. 

A number of warblers and other 
songbirds visit Florida in the spring and 
fall. Herring and ring-billed gulls are 
winter visitors.

BIODIVERSITY
The Best Of Both Worlds

Visiting Mothers From Canada

The North Atlantic right whale is the nation’s most endangered large 

whale species. Between December and March the pregnant females 

migrate to the coastal waters off Georgia and Florida.  Here they give 

birth to their calves.  Right whale cows give birth every three to five 

years.  The calves nurse for at least nine months.  Mothers and their 

calves return north to their feeding grounds in the Bay of Fundy.  Flagler 

County is the headquarters for monitoring the health of right whale 

mothers and calves.  Monitoring is done from the shore and from small 

planes.

Roseate Spoonbills 
make Florida their 

year-round residence. 
They inhabit 

mangroves and fresh 
water estuaries.

Are These Birds Residents Or Visitors?

Great Blue Herons 
are Florida residents. 
They can be seen in 

freshwater and 
saltwater habitats.

Least Terns 
come to Florida to 

breed between March 
and September. Then 
they return to South 

America.

Black-bellied
 Plovers

 make coastal 
Florida their winter 

refuge from the artic 
north. They may be 
seen feeding near 

the surf.
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The Native Americans that lived here for 
thousands of years are known only from the 
middens and mounds they left behind.  
Imagine if there were no big trucks to haul 
your garbage away.  What if you simply tossed 
your trash into the backyard?  Over time, you 
would create what archaeologists call a 
midden.  What would your midden be made 
of?  The Marineland Midden, first described in 
1885, was 15 feet high.  It contained layers of 
shell, broken pottery, and “bones of fish and 
fowl, of turtle, alligator and deer.”

Today, the ancient shell heaps are mostly 
gone.  Many were destroyed when the shell 
was mined for roadfill.  

MIDDENS AND MOUNDS
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Mounds of sand and shell were used for 
burials.  Native Floridians began to build 
mounds to bury their dead about 1500 
years ago.  The Benton Mound in Flagler 
County contained the remains of 7 to 9 
people. Their ages were between 4 and 
30.  A young child was buried in a deep 
central pit, then covered with sand.  
Archaeologists studying the mound 
discovered a quartz crystal, a shell dipper, 
and a pot.  They also found pieces of at 
least 15 pots scattered within the mound.

In January 1998, Independent Florida 
Seminole Bobby Billie reburied the remains 
of a Native American.  The bones had 
been accidentally unearthed in a parking 
lot area.  This spot was once the site of a 
prehistoric burial mound.

Archaeological sites are protected by federal and 

state laws.  In Florida, Chapter 872, Florida 

Statutes, protects human burials on public and 

private property.  Help protect unmarked 

human burial sites by reporting them to the 

State Archaeologist at 850-487-2299.

The Young House at Washington Oaks 

is located on a midden.

Prehistoric Garbage Piles Respecting The Dead



Sea Oats Prickly Pear CactusBeach Sun Flowers

Below your feet, hiding under the 
dune, is a buried steel wall.  This 
seawall, or revetment, was built to 
restore and stabilize the damaged 
dune. Two oceanfront hotels once 
covered this land.  To restore the 
dune and beach to their natural 
state, the hotels were demolished.  
The original coquina revetment 
also was removed. It was replaced 
by tons of granite boulders. The 
dune covering the seawall was 
designed to be natural-looking.   

Help Us Protect 
Our Dunes
Dunes are fragile and easily 
damaged.  Remember to always use 
the walkovers on your way to the 
beach.  

DUNES ARE DYNAMIC
Under The Boardwalk:  

Sand dunes protect the land behind them from 
erosion, storm surges, and flooding.  Dunes are 
also a sand reserve for beaches. Dunes are 
dynamic.  They grow in the summer and lose 
sand during times of high wave energy. Natural 
vegetation protects the dunes.  Sea oats, railroad 
vine, sand spurs, and beach croton grow on the 
dunes.  They are hardy plants with extensive root 
systems.  They bind the sand and help form and 
maintain the dunes.

A Story Of Dune Restoration

Could you tell that it was created by skilled engineers and not by nature? 

Harvesting of sea oats is a second degree misdemeanor which 
carries a potential fine of up to $500 and up to one year in jail. 
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Why Are Dunes Important


























































