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The Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway will host its first ever  

Environmental Education Fair on Sat., May 1 in Marineland, promising a full day 

of free workshops, activities, exhibits, vendors, a national speaker and  

entertainment connected with the coastal environment.  
 

The event, which is from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., will be at the Uni-

versity of Florida Whitney Labs on the west side of SR A1A in the 

Town of Marineland. The event is expected to draw 500 persons, 
ranging from environmental advocates to families and children.  

 

A nationally acclaimed presenter, Michael Klubock, Founder and Executive Direc-

tor of the Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education, will serve as the guest 
speaker. Klubock, whose specialty is inspiring youth to become good stewards of 

the coastal environment, will lead participants on a short beach clean -up.  

 

Klubock said heôs ñthrilled and honoredò to be 

invited. ñEvents like this are important for  
increasing awareness of the incredible beauty we 

all share. An event like this helps people  

appreciate our resources, and recognize that our 

actions can cause stress and damage and we can 
do something about it.ò   

 

Activities will include 14 indoor and in - the - field 

workshops, 40 exhibitor and vendor booths, sci-
ence fair projects, environmental activities, sto-

rytelling, clowns and face -painting and music.  

 

ñThis is opportunity for anyone who cares about the coastal environment to 
come together and learn about the many unique resources, from nature, scenic 

conservation and recreation to the historical, cultural and archaeological  

aspects,ò Byway Administrator Sallie OôHara said.  

 

The Master of Ceremonies will be Frank Gromling, an author, radio host and  
publisher for Ocean Publishing in Flagler Beach. Gromling, the host of ñCover to 

Coverò on WNZF radio, will be conducting live guest interviews. Others expected 

to be on hand at the Fair are the Mayor of Marineland, Jim Netherton, and the 

President of Friends of A1A, Barbara Jenness.  
 

Box lunches ($5) and beverages will be available on -site for a nominal charge. 

To register for the Fair, please visit www.scenica1a.org.  
 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Flagler Beach 

Pier, Boardwalk  

¶ Historic St. 

Augustine  

¶ Washington Oaks 

Garden State 

Park  
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I hope everyone is looking forward to our first Annual Environmental Education Fair as 

much as I am! I am very excited about this event because up until now, there has 

been no formal regional event for planning and implementing coastal conservation 

strategies and community stewardship along the Byway. Community stewardship and 
involvement in coastal conservation strategies has been promoted by many like -

minded organizations, some with similar missions.  

 

Many groups do a lot of great work, and we want to compliment their work and keep 
the synergy moving. Our challenges include different cohesiveness among the various 

municipalities along the Byway. Instances like this are where the Friends of A1A, its 

Board of Directors, dedicated volunteers and organizational partners can help.  

 
This will be a day in which everyone ï families, community organizations, government officials and 

coastal experts ï can come together and share ideas and practices for preserving the beauty of our 72 

miles of A1A. I look forward to seeing you there on May 1!  

 

Roadway Notes from Sallie OôHara 
As Barbara mentioned (see above), our Environmental Education Fair is coming up. It will have many 

exciting events, including a short beach clean -up. It will be led by Michael Klubock, Founder and  

Executive Director of the Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education. Klubock, 

whose specialty is inspiring youth to become good stewards of the coastal  
environment, will lead participants on a short beach clean -up.  

 

One of the many activities of the Friends of A1A is to conduct at least two beach   

clean -ups a month, with one in St. Johns and one in Flagler counties. Since the  
program began in July, we have had a total of 467 volunteers attend 20 events and  

remove 2,067 pounds of trash! Think of the impact this is having in preserving our 

beaches and keeping them beautiful for all to enjoy.  

 
The clean -ups are typically held on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month and 

the exact dates are available on our website at: www.scenica1a.org  

or you can contact Project Manager Wendy Thomson at wendyt55@aol.com . The 

Friends coastal cleanup program is made possible through funding from the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protectionôs Coastal Management Program and the  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

 

In addition, we are seeking groups and organizations to Adopt -A-Beach keep the clean -up effort going. 

We hope to see you at the Environmental Education Fair and an upcoming coastal clean -up!  
             Safe travels,  

                                                                                                                                    Sallie OõHara 

Presidentôs Message from Barbara Jenness 
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Barbara Jenness, 

President of Friends 
of A1A and Chair of 

Scenic and  

Historic A1A  

 

Sallie OôHara, 

Friends of A1A  

Administrator  

 

 

We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, charm and adventure. There is no end to the adventures we can 

have if only we seek them with our eyes open.   Jawaharial Nehru 

Did you know Friends of A1A is now on Twitter: http://twitter.com/a1a_org. You donôt 

need an account to follow us, but if you want do have an account, follow us! Coming next: 

Friends of A1A on FaceBook.  

Friends of A1A is Social Networking on Twitter, Send us a Tweet!  

http://www.scenica1a.org
mailto:wendyt55@aol.com
http://www.bookrags.com/biography/jawaharlal-nehru/
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Funding for $991,300 in improvements along the 

A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway has been 

requested by the Friends of A1A for projects to  

further improve the Flagler County greenway, and 
create a strategy for enhancing, advancing and  

implementing coastal plans and protection of the 

Byway.  

 
The majority of the funding  

request is to the National  

Scenic Byway Program. The 

requests would rely upon 
smaller matches from St. 

Johns and Flagler counties 

and the Friends of A1A. All of 

the projects benefit the entire 

72 -mile Byway through St. 
Johns and Flagler counties.  

 

Of the four projects submitted 

for consideration by the  
Florida Department of  

Transportationôs State High-

ways Advisory Committee, two were recommended 

to the National Scenic Byway program. Friends was 
the only entity in the state to have two projects 

move forward for consideration.  

 

Details on those projects are as follows:  
 

¶ Flagler County Greenway Enhancement  

Projects: This project would provide access to  
recreation at two county parks (the River to Sea 

Preserve and Varn Park), including water - related 

recreation. The primary intrinsic resource of the   

byway is its recreational assets 
located on the scenic Atlantic 

Ocean  coastline. While many 

Florida areas restrict access to 

beaches, travelers are encour-
aged to discover and explore 

the rich habitats and recrea-

tional opportunities here, fea-

turing several ocean and estu-
ary parks along SR -A1A. Im-

provements include main entry 

features with signs, parking 

with asphalt driveways, land-

scaping with native materials, 

handicapped accessible restrooms, trail develop-

ment, and traveler amenities including trail and 

marker systems. The Friends is requesting 

$560,000 from the National Scenic Byways Program 
and the total grant would be $700,000, with fund-

ing of $140,000 from Flagler County, which would 

manage the project.  

 
¶ Enhanced Coastal  

Resource Protection Strat-
egy: This project would fund 

consultant services to plan, 

develop, implement and evalu-

ate enhanced strategies for 
protecting corridor resources. 

The targeted resources are 

native plants, landscaped me-

dians and areas of visual op-

portunity in corridor right of 
ways where travelers gain 

their first impressions of ñOld 

Florida.ò Invasive plants, such 

as Brazilian peppers, are chok-
ing out native species. La Florida was so named be-

cause of its natural wildflowers. Consultants will 

analyze current practices of landscape planning, 

plantings and oversight within the corridor. Byway 
leaders will propose embedding best practices in 

public policy with ordinances, guidebooks and re-

quired certifications. The Friends is requesting 

$200,000 from the National Scenic Byways Program 

and the total grant would be $256,300, with a 
$50,000 match from St. Johns and County, a 

$6,300 match from the Friends that would manage 

the project.  

 
Friends of A1A has identified 

other future funding   

opportunities: the creation of 

a Vilano Beach Visitor  
Information and Community 

Center; and funding to deploy 

and evaluate strategies for 

advancing the America's  
Byway's Resource Center's 

"Economic Impact Tool for  

National Scenic Byways." They 

will be the focus of next yearôs 

request.   

Friends Seeks Funding for new Byway Enhancements  

 

The Spoonbill  

 Varn Beach in Flagler County  

A good traveler has no fixed plans and is not intent on arriving.   Lao Tzu  

 

Native Florida wildflowers planted by the Friends 

along A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway  

http://www.chebucto.ns.ca/Philosophy/Taichi/lao.html


 

The Friends of A1A would like to welcome and thank the following new or renewing members:  

For those who havenôt joined us yet, we invite you to support us by become a member. Memberships are 

available for single persons, families and businesses at very reasonable prices. For more information, 

please go to http://www.scenica1a.org/contactus.aspx  and click on the application form.  

 

In addition, Friends of A1A thanks the existing members of the Crew of 72 and is seeking new members 
for this exclusive club. The Crew is for our premiere leadership and support partners is limited to 72 

members, one for each mile of the byway. Three levels are available, for more information, please go to 

http://www.scenica1a.org/Crewof72.aspx . You can also view our existing Crew of 72 members here.  
 

We have been thrilled to have more than 350 people participate in our 

beach cleanups from the end of January through the end of March. That 

totals close to 1,000 hours that can qualify as matching hours through 

our grants. Many of our volunteers qualified for the Disney Give A Day, 
Get A Day program, which we and many other non -profits qualified for 

and was depleted quickly. It was nice to see some repeat beachcombers 

come and help at other cleanups besides the one that they received  

Disney tickets for. The beach clean -up schedule can be found at 
www.scenica1a.org. Please join us and keep the momentum going!!!!  

Thank you to our new Members and Crew of 72 -  we Appreciate you!  

 

By Wendy Thomson, Project Manager  

Weôre on the Web: 
www.scenicA1A.org  

 
DONATATIONS ALWAYS WELCOMED  
Become a Crew of 72 Charter Member  

Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal  Byway  

Primary Business 

Address  

2175 Mizell Road  
St Augustine, Fl 32080  

Phone: 904 -425 -8055  

Fax: 904 -209 -0321  

E-mail: tarahill@bellsouth.net or  
Sallie_OHara@scenicA1A.org  

Preserve -  Protect -  Promote -  Enhance  A1A's Old Florida  

Joyce Benedict  

Timothy Carroll  

Stan Drescher  

John Feind  
Kathy Feind  

Ed George  

Adrana Gluck  

George Harnden  

Karen Harvey  

Peggy Heiser  

Charles Helm  
Don Hoskins  

Barbara Jenness  

Irene Kaufman  

Mary Bebe Kelly  

Sarah & Larry Kerr  

Chris Koch  

Wendy McDevitt  
Jane Mealy  

James Netherton  

Sallie OôHara 

Mary Ann Ruzecki  

Roger Schoning  

Anita & Charles Turner  

Anne Wilson  
Janine Leblanc  

The Friends of A1A and the Phun Coast Parrot Heads are  

sponsoring a cruise that will benefit the Friends. The cruise is on 

the lovely Royal Caribbean ñRadiance of the Seas,ò and departs 

on March 24, 2011  out of Tampa and travels to Cozumel for four 
days. There are already 36 persons associated with Friends of A1A or the Phun Coast  getting on board 

with tickets.  To join us, contact Bonnie at simmsjen@aol.com or Sharon at sejdas@aol.com to get your  

process started. Have fun and thank you for your support!  

All Aboard: Take a Mexico Cruise, Have Phun and Help Friends of A1A  

By Susie Kontul, Volunteer Coordinator  

Thank you Volunteers Dedicated to Keeping our Beaches Clean  

Radiance of the Sea  

 

Vilano Beach Sea Turtle Patrol on a 

beach clean -up  

http://www.scenica1a.org/contactus.aspx
http://www.scenica1a.org/Crewof72.aspx

