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The Friends of A1A Historic and Scenic 

Coastal Byway is partnering with the  

organizers of the upcoming 2009 Flor-

ida State H.O.G. Rally in St. 
Augustine to bring visibility 

and awareness to the 72 

miles of byway in St. Johns 

and Flagler counties.  
 

The Friends has information 

posted on its website about the motor-

cycle rally coming on Oct. 21 -24, in-
cluding suggested routes that highlight 

the byways scenic and historic fea-

tures. The website also includes links to 

parks, beaches, shopping and dining 

for visitors who may not be familiar to 
the area.  

 

While the event is an opportunity to  

promote the byway, itôs also an oppor-

tunity to offer services that will benefit 

the Friends of A1A. Staff and 
volunteers will be taking pho-

tographs of visitors with their 

bikes on a custom made Flor-

ida scenic byway background. 
The Friends will have an in-

formation table inside the 

rally headquarters at the Holiday Inn 

on St. Augustine Beach.  
 

In addition, the Friends will be joining 

the other vendors at the St. Johns 

County pier and selling commemorative 

ball caps, bandanas and T -shirts. To 
volunteer, please contact Susie Kontul 

at susiek@scenica1a.org . 
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VISIT FLORIDA, the stateôs official source for travel planning, has awarded  

marketing and tourism education grants to the Friends of A1A for the 2009 -

2010 Fiscal Year, which began July 1, 2009.  

  
ñThe purpose of these grants is to help non-profit entities 

and local governments stretch their tourism marketing  

dollars in an effort to expand cultural, heritage, rural and 

nature tourism activities in Florida,ò said Chris Thompson, President & CEO for 
VISIT FLORIDA.  

 

ñWe were pleased that VISIT FLORIDA and the Florida Commission on Tourism  

selected us from among a large number of grant applicants, during their most  
competitive grant cycle to date,ò said Sallie OôHara, Administrator of the Friends 

of A1A. ñThese funds will be used to educate and market the A1A corridor 

through St. Johns and Flagler counties and attract visitors to the area.ò 

 

VISIT FLORIDA, a private/public partnership, is the Florida Commission on  
Tourismôs day-to -day operating corporation.  

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Flagler Beach 

Pier  

¶ Crescent Beach  

¶ Princess Place  

¶ Fort Mose  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Inside this issue:  

  

Page 2  
Presidentôs  

Message  
 
Roadway Notes  
 

Page 3  

Friends of A1A in 
the News  

 
Volunteer Corner  

 

Page 4  
Friends Speaks at 

National Scenic 
Byways convention  

 

Marineland Newest 
Crew of 72 Member  

 

Page 5  
State to Purchase 

Mussallem Site  
 

Tennis Anyone?  

 
Upcoming Events  

 

mailto:susiek@scenica1a.org


I urge you to join me in educating our government officials about the reauthorization 

of the National Scenic Byways Program pending before Congress. Since its creation in 
1991 and through 2008, the National Scenic Byways Program has funded 2,672  

projects nationwide in 52 states and territories totaling $346,999,974.  I encourage 

you to individually contact your respective Congressional leaders to educate them on 

the need for the programôs reauthorization.  
 

Many American cities, towns and villages have benefitted from byway funds, completing 

projects that have provided millions of travelers countless opportunities to learn about 

local history and gain a better understanding of the people and the natural beauty that 
is at the heart of our great nation.  Countless byway projects have created jobs, im-

proved local areas, built waypoint centers, preserved view sheds, restored historic buildings, provided 

educational opportunities and provided traveler services in our local cities, towns and villages.  

 

We need to continue seeking diversified sources of funding. While we receive funding from numerous 
sources, such as the National Scenic Byways Program, other federal funds, state and local funds and  

private donations, we need to sustain our focus on our mission. Volunteers can help by 

joining the Crew of 72 or by recruiting someone to become a member of the Crew.  
 

 

Roadway Notes  
  

We are working to educate the communities adults and children by holding our 1 st  

Annual Environmental Education Forum on May 1 st  at Marineland. This will be a day 

to spark community excitement about coastal conservation fun filled for persons of 
all ages to attend multiple workshops on environmental conservation strategies. Like

-minded organizations will be invited as exhibitors and nationally acclaimed  

speakers.  

 
With government budgets shrinking, we need to compliment the dwindling resources 

with community based educational events such as this forum.  Please save the date 

for this important forum, which is made possible through funding from the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Department of Environmental  
Protectionôs Coastal Management Program. 

 

Supporters may have noticed that the Friends of A1A has increased its visibility  

recently. In late August, I was a guest speaker at the National Scenic Byways  

Conference in Denver. Iôve also given five presentations to community groups, had 
two radio interviews, and we had a news story appear on the front page of the St. Augustine Record and 

then again on WJXT -Ch. 4. A lot of these activities are detailed elsewhere in the newsletter.  

 

For rainy days when you canôt get your children or grandchildren on the byway or outdoors, check out 
www.GetOutdoorsFlorida.com . This is a family -oriented site that lists an events calendar, activity tips 

and links for Florida parks, trails, recreation and other outdoor places.                                                                                                                              

                      Safe travels,  

                                                                                                                                    Sallie OõHara 

 

Presidentôs Message 
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Barbara Jenness, 

President of Friends 
of A1A and Chair of 

Scenic and  

Historic A1A  

Wandering re-establishes the original harmony which once existed between man and the universe 

  Anatole France  

 

 

Sallie OôHara, Friends of 

A1A Administrator  

 

http://www.GetOutdoorsFlorida.com


Volunteer Corner: Meet Marge Rooyakkers  
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The Friends of A1A was recently successful in capturing the  

attention of the Northeast Florida media after issuing a news  

release about the concern of the destruction of the large dis-

tinctive coquina boulders along the beach near Marineland.  
 

The issue was highlighted in a front page news story in the St. 

Augustine Record  that was followed by a featured story that  

evening on WJXT -Channel 4 of Jacksonville. Friends Board of  
Directors member and Treasurer Jim Netherton, who is also the 

Mayor of the Town of Marineland, and A1A Administrator Sallie 

OôHara, were quoted in the TV news story. Although news 

about the Friends of A1A has appeared in many of the local and 
state media, this was the first time the Friends has been on the 

television news.  

 

The issue came to light after  Patricia Dominguez, a sea turtle patrol volunteer, alerted OôHara. She in 

turn began alerting local, county and state officials to bring awareness to the problem. Harvesting  
coquina has been deemed illegal by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in cooperation 

with the Coastal Zone Protection Area (which covers Marineland) and coquina is currently protected by 

this state statute.  

 
The Friends of A1Aôs alert on the Marineland issue serves as one of several key goals and objectives of 

the organization, including protecting and enhancing the unique resources along the byway and  

increasing awareness of the beauty, ambiance and uniqueness of the byway.  

Friends Raise Awareness About Illegal Coquina Harvesting  
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If you know Marge Rooyakkers of PRIDE (see left), 

you know what a willing, able and wonderful  

volunteer she is.   So, when she was asked to host a 

welcome  party for the Flagler County Travel Writers 
tour, Marge of course said YES.   All in attendance 

had a wonderful time.   Marge decided on a menu, 

shopped and purchased the food and wine for the 

event and then set up the food. She visited with the travel  
writers as a representative of the Friends of A1A.      

 

With this effort alone Marge donated $291.50 to our organiza-

tion, WOW.   How you ask?   She followed through, she turned in 
the hours  she spent on the project and she turned in all receipts.   Her time alone was a $191.50 in -kind 

donation and the money that she spent for the food and drink is considered a cash donation.  Thank you 

very much to Marge Rooyakkers and her husband Donald, who is as supportive as Marge and all that 

they give to the community and to the Friends of A1A.  

Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.   

  Ralph Waldo Emerson 

By Susie Kontul, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

To read the St. Augustine Record story, please go to: http://staugustine.com/stories/090109/news_1904303.shtml  

To view the WJXT -Channel 4 video, please go to: http://www.news4jax.com/video/20674793/index.html  

 

Main area where coquina was being harvested  

 

http://staugustine.com/stories/090109/news_1904303.shtml
http://www.news4jax.com/video/20674793/index.html


Friends of A1A speaks at National Byways Conference  
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The newest member of the Charter Crew of 72 is 

Marinelandôs Dolphin Conservation Center owned by 

Jim Jacoby of Atlanta.  

 
Jacobyôs Dolphin Conservation Center joined at the 

Crew of 72 at the $2,500 at Captainôs level. The 

Crew was developed for the Friends of A1Aôs pre-

miere leadership and support partners. Membership 
in the elite group is limited to 72 members, one for 

each mile of the Byway.  

 

The Dolphin Conservation  
Center, which opened in 2006, 

was founded to foster the  

preservation and protection of 

marine life. Its mission is to 

use interactive education  
enhanced by on -site research 

to inspire visitors to value and 

respect marine mammals and 

their environment.  
 

The dolphins reside in a 1.3 

million gallon habitat designed to specifically for the 

well -being of the animals as well as the safety and 
enjoyment of the guests.  

Last year, Jacoby 

formed a unique 

partnership between 

the Center and the 
Georgia Aquarium, of 

which he is a benefactor and a member of its Board 

of Directors. The Georgia Aquarium made a $1.5 

million contribution for the development of conser-
vation field station at the Marineland dolphin  

center.  

 

In April, Jacoby dedicated the 
opening of the field station at 

the dolphin center, which  

include research and veteri-

nary facilities, quarantine pools 

for rehabilitating rescued  
animals, both land and water 

animal rescue vehicles and 

housing for researchers and 

staff. Jacoby has offered to 
lend four trained bottlenose 

dolphins on a breeding loan to 

the Georgia Aquarium when completes a $110  

million expansion next year.  
 

Marinelandôs Dolphin Conservancy Center Joins the Crew of 72 

 

The Spoonbill  

Sallie OôHara, Administrator of the Friends of A1A Scenic and 

\Historic Coastal Byway, was a guest speaker at the National 

Scenic Byways Conference in Denver.  

 
OôHara shared her experience in the formation of a 501(c) 3  

organization, taking three loose volunteer coalitions to form one 

non -profit, implementing and tracking protection and enhance-

ments for the A1A National Scenic Byway. The three groups --  
Ocean Shore Scenic A1A, A1A River to Sea Trail PRIDE and  

Scenic and Historic A1A --  united in 2004 to become a non -profit 

as the Friends of A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway. The 

maturing organization now has several satellite offices and core 
staff support for its many citizen volunteers.  

 

In other news, the Friends of A1A was cited in September by the 

National Scenic Byways Program as a good example of a grant application in the narrative /project  

summary category. The grant was written by OôHara.  

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn t do than by the ones you did do. So 

throw off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Dis-

cover.   Mark Twain  

 

 

Friends Administrator Sallie OôHara (left) and 

Board of Directors Vice President  Anne Wilson 

Marinelandôs 1.3 million gallon habitat at the 

Dolphin Conservation Center  


