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“O” What an Environmental Day at the Friends of A1A Fair

More than 500 St. Johns and Flagler County byway travelers and residents turned out on
May1st for the Friends of A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway first annual Environmental
Education Fair at Marineland that featured interactive workshops, story telling,
entertainment and a large beach clean-up.

The goal of the day was to show how important people are in preserving and protecting the
coastal corridor through community activism in keeping beaches clean.

Participants at the free daylong event learned about all aspects of the 72-mile Byway, such
as its seashells, birds and endangered wildlife, including the right whale and sea turtles.
Marine archaeology and other historical aspects of the Byway were also featured, as were
how to create backyard habitat for wildlife. All were awed by the speakers and entertained
by nature’s sounds on flutes, seashells and guitars. Some even kayaked along the scenic
Matanzas River.

The adults and children who attended the event said that by the end of the day, they knew
more about the coastal environment than when they arrived, A1A Administrator Sallie
O’Hara said.

“People told us that what they learned made them think about changing their behavior,
such as more recycling and the environmental effects of plastic water bottles,” she said.
“Children were entertained by story-telling, workshops, the more than 50 vendor displays
and exhibits and their parents were equally entertained as well.”

The keynote speaker was Michael Klubock, Executive Director of the Malibu Foundation for
Environmental Education, who conducted an interactive workshop about ways people can
protect their environment and become good stewards. Children participated by answering in
unison the answers to his questions, such as “clean,” “earth” and “recycle.”

After that, Klubock led the group on a beach clean-up at the River to Sea Preserve that
concluded with an aerial flyover to photograph the participants and their garbage bags. The
aerial art for the day (photo attached) was the “O” symbolizing Friends of A1A’s love for the
ocean by keeping it litter free.

Upon returning, the Black Raven Pirates led the group on a treasure hunt that allowed them
to win prizes that included a one night stay for a family at Hammock Beach Resort valued at
$380; tickets for two for the Dolphin Discovery at the Conservation Center valued at $398;
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family of four admission to the Black Raven Pirate ride valued at $105; two night stays at
Fairfield Inn and Courtyard by Marriott, a Solar Fit energy home consultation valued at $330
and more.

Serving as the Master of Ceremonies was Frank Gromling, a Commissioner for the Town of
Beverly Beach. Also on hand were Town of Marineland Mayor Jim Netherton, Flagler Beach
Commissioner John Feind and Friends of A1A President Barbara Jenness. Among other
officials attending were Mayor Alice Baker of Flagler Beach, St. Johns County Commissioner
Ken Bryan and Flagler Beach Commissioner Joy McGrew. Senator Bill Nelson also sent a
letter of encouragement for the day’s purpose.

The Friends of A1A’s Crew of 72 members -- which was developed for the Friends of A1A’s
premiere leadership and support partners and is limited to 72 members, one for each mile
of the byway -- in attendance at the Fair included Jane Culpepper, Charles Helm , Anne
Wilson, Carole McCleery, Town of Beverly Beach, Dolphin Conservation Center and Jenness.
Memberships are still available and are reasonably priced from a range of $1,000 to $5,000.

Klubock said the Environmental Education Fair was a great first start for larger aerial art at
future events. The Malibu Foundation is expecting 4,000 children to participate in the Kid’s
Ocean Day Event at the end of this month in California. "We started this event with about
100 or so and kids love it to the point we have corporate, city and school support getting
fleets of buses to the event. It's good for our planet and the kid’s learn and enjoy the day!”

The purpose of the event was to educate the public about the A1A Byway’s coastal
environment and its many unique resources, from nature, scenic conservation and
recreation to the historical, cultural and archaeological aspects of the Byway. Friends of A1A
has been conducting at least two beach cleanups per month for the past year and wish
other organizations would do the same. They ask that anyone interested in Adopting A
Beach or beachfront park, please contact them at 904.425.8055 in St. Johns County or
386.585.3679 in Flagler County or see more at www.scenicala.org.

Sponsors of the event included the Florida Coastal Management Program, National Oceanic
Atmospheric Administration, Hammock Dune Resort, Dolphin Conservation Center at the
Town of Marineland, WNZF/ Beach 92, Solar Fit, University of Florida Whitney Laboratories,
WFOY/ESPN, Black Raven Pirates and Just Aerials-Yacht Shots.

Friends of A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway is a non-profit organization that protects,
preserves, and enhances resources along the A1A National Scenic Byway. This citizen’s
advocacy group partners with municipalities, governmental agencies and other civic groups
to maintain and improve resources along the corridor.

Designated in 2002, the Byway is rich in history, nature, archeology, culture, scenery and
recreation. The Friends of A1A’s efforts benefit residents and travelers alike by maintaining
the identified intrinsic resources while allowing economic development.
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