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New picnic pavilions, a gazebo, and addi-

tional beach walkovers are among the 

new public amenities celebrated recently 

at a ribbon cutting for the River to Sea 

Preserve in near Marineland.  

 

The improvements are part of a multi -

year plan for improving the 90 -acre park 

that stretches from the Atlantic Ocean to 

the Matanzas River. The enhancements 

come as a result of numerous entities 

working collaboratively, including the 

A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway, 

which obtained federal grant funding for the work.  

 

At the dedication, Anne Wilson, Chair of Scenic PRIDE and Vice President of the 

Friends of A1A said, ñToday marks a momentous occasion that we have long 

awaited. We began this process more than seven years ago. Since then, there 

have been many bumps in the road and even some potholes, but we worked to-

gether to persevere.ò 

 

Wilson thanked all of the partners and gave credit to the Flagler County Commis-

sion, County Administrator Craig Coffey, Flagler County Engineer Amy Kennedy 

and the A1A volunteers overseeing the project for keeping it on track for com-

pletion. Special acknowledgements were also given to U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, U.S. 

Representative John Mica and Fla. Rep. William Proctor for their assistance.  

 

The new enhancements are on the east side of the park and include new beach 

walkovers, an information kiosk, pavilions and picnic tables, a  modern -day rep-

lica of a former coast guard observation tower, landscaping and sidewalks. Im-

provements for the west side of the park are in development, with plans for new 

trails, an additional kayak launching area and a more visible and appealing en-

trance to the park.  

 

The project was made possible by the combined efforts of the Flagler County 

Board of Commissioners, the Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway, 

A1A River to Sea  PRIDE, the City of Flagler Beach, the Florida Dept of Transpor-

tation (District 5 office), and the Federal Highways Administration who adminis-

ters the National Scenic Byways Program from which the grants funds came to 

make the project possible.   Each of these entities devoted numerous hours to 

the project.  

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ South Ponte 

Vedra Beach  

¶ Flagler Beach 

Historical       

Museum  

¶ Anastasia State 

Park  
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Happy 2010! Please consider starting off the new year by becoming a member of the 

Friends of A1A and support our Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway.  

 

Membership offers a unique opportunity to monitor municipal and business activities in 

your area of interest and to interact with community and civic leaders to maintain the 

historic, natural, scenic, architectural, cultural and recreational integrity of the A1A 

Byway. By joining the Friends of A1A, it shows confidence that you are participating in 

the community to help maintain the unique character of the area Byway.  

 

Each project is backed with a government grant to assist in corridor goals; membership  

makes grant funded projects possible. Local match funds for grants is always needed.  

 

We have three very affordable levels of membership: single membership $25; family membership $50; 

and business membership $75. All contributions are tax deductible. A membership application can be 

found on the opening page of our website, www.scenica1a.org .  I wish everyone a successful 2010!  

 

Roadway Notes from Sallie OôHara 

Welcome to a new decade! As we start off the year, weôve already had numerous 

spoonbill sightings. Weôre also starting to notice that the right whales have returned 

to the area for calving, letôs urge our large vessels to use caution in the migratory 

areas.  

 

Speaking of spoonbills, our gateway monument for the north end of the historic and 

scenic Byway is just about ready to fly! The monument will be erected in Ponte 

Vedra Beach, just south of J. Turner Butler Boulevard to let travelers know of its 

federal status. Many people who have worked to make the monument ï and the ac-

tual Byway itself ï have said they are glad to see that the energy theyôve spent over 

the years coming to fruition. (Please see page 3 for details on the project)  

 

The Friends of A1A is also embarking upon conducting a landscaping inventory along 

the Byway, to be led by Board of Directors member George Harnden. The last com-

prehensive landscaping inventory was conducted about 10 years ago, so this is a 

sorely needed study.                                                                                                                                                  

             Safe travels,  

                                                                                                                                    Sallie OõHara 

Sponsorship, Vendor and Program Advertisements Available for Environmental Education Fair  

Presidentôs Message from Barbara Jenness 
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Barbara Jenness, 
President of Friends 
of A1A and Chair of 
Scenic and  
Historic A1A  

 

Sallie OôHara, Friends  
of A1A Administrator  

 

Once you have traveled, the voyage never ends, but is played out over and over again in the quietest chambers.  

The mind can never break off from the journey.   

  Pat Conroy 

The opportunity to support and serve the Friends of A1A is here: The sponsorship, program advertise-

ment and vendor opportunities at the Environmental Educational Fair on Sat. May 1 at Marineland are 

now available. The sponsorships are reasonably priced from $250 to $5,000 and offer many outreach 

benefits for businesses. Program advertisements range from $15 to $100. For more information on 

sponsorships, please contact Susie Kontul at susieK@scenica1a.org. For vendor and program adver-

tisements, please contact Wendy Thomson at Wendyt55@aol.com  or Angel Gonzalez at an-

gel.gonzalez@dep.state.fl.us . The information can also be found at www.scenica1a.org.  

http://www.scenica1a.org
mailto:susieK@scenica1a.org
mailto:Wendyt55@aol.com
mailto:angel.gonzalez@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:angel.gonzalez@dep.state.fl.us
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By July, travelers entering the northern end of the 

A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Byway at the Duval/

St. Johns County line will see a new 13 - foot Gate-

way Monument informing them that they have en-

tered the Byway.  

 

"The monument will 

make a statement 

that you are now 

traveling on the A1A 

Scenic and Historic 

Byway," Sallie 

O'Hara, Friends of 

A1Aôs Administrator 

said. The sign, which 

is now in the con-

struction phase, will 

feature the Friends of 

A1A distinctive rose-

ate spoonbill logo.  

 

The historic markers 

on the Byway will re-

main and will be com-

plimented by the new Wayfinding Byway signs. A 

current Wayfinding planning grant will unify the 

story of the A1A corridor, tying together existing 

signage plans and significant markers for travelers 

to fully understand the richness of the  Byway story. 

Some of the existing signs will remain and sign 

clutter will be reduced.  

 

There are plans to affix the Spoonbill logo on simi-

lar Gateway Monuments located at the Southern 

starting point of the Byway in Flagler Beach and at 

the River to Sea Trail in Marineland.  

 

Funding for the Northern Gateway sign and the ad-

ditional Wayfinding markers comes from is a grant 

from the National Scenic Byway (NSB). St. Johns 

County has provided partial matching funds for the 

grant and is administering the project.  

 

The NSB grant of $90,000 for the Gateway Monu-

ment is also funding another interpretive project at 

St. Augustine Beachôs Pier Park. Within the next 

several months, an interpretative kiosk about the 

maritime aspect of the A1A Byway will be erected in 

front of the pavilion. The City of St. Augustine 

Beach is providing matching funds for the project 

and is administering the project.  

 

An even larger project fa-

cilitated by the Friends of 

A1A that will begin con-

struction within the next 

few months is the Pope 

Road Overlook in St. 

Augustine Beach. The 

overlook project will allow 

residents and tourists to 

obtain a view of the ocean, 

the bird sanctuary, the 

historic St. Augustine 

Lighthouse and continue 

the Byway through the 

beach city.  

 

Funding for the project 

comes from a companion 

grant from the NSB of 

$120,000 to the Friends of A1A and a partial project 

match of $30,000 from the City of St. Augustine 

Beach. The overlook will be constructed at the 

same spot as an overlook that was destroyed in 

2003 by sands, storms and tides, leaving behind a 

partially buried structure. An unsightly sand fence 

buried with sands will be beautified.  

 

And finally, another 

pending project for 

the Friends of A1A 

is the final renova-

tion of Windswept 

Acres Park, which 

will eventually 

serve as the 

Friends of A1Aôs 

headquarters. Plans 

for the park still 

remain under dis-

cussion by several 

departments in St. Johns County, which is oversee-

ing the transformation.  

The Friends of A1A at work for the Byway: A Northern Gateway, 
Pier Park Kiosk, Pope Road Overlook and Windswept Acres Park  
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No Byway signage announcing 
location for the traveler  

Artists rendering of 
new Northern Gateway  

Not all who wander are lost.  J.R. R. Tolkien  

Conceptual plan for Pier Park kiosk  



Crew of 72 adds Three new Members  
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Remember to save the date for Saturday, May 1 for 

the Friends of A1Aôs first Environmental Education 

Fair, to feature a dynamic keynote speaker with ex-

tensive experience in coastal natural resources and 

many vendors to visit for educational information.  

 

The event, which is from 8:30 

a.m. to 4 p.m. at the University 

of Floridaôs Whitney Labs in the 

Town of Marineland, will have 

workshops, exhibits and presen-

tations to bring public awareness 

to the A1A Scenic and Historic 

Coastal Byway.  

 

The fair will feature 12 environ-

mentally focused and interactive 

workshops, providing attendees 

with an opportunity to participate 

in forums for learning, network-

ing and guided discussion. The purpose of the fair is 

to convey to adults and youth the need to educate 

themselves about the responsibilities of protecting 

our coastal environment.  

 

The Keynote Speaker is Michael Klubock, the foun-

der and executive director of the Malibu Foundation 

for Educational Education, a non -profit based in Los 

Angeles. His organization is noted for assembling 

and organizing an annual Kids Ocean Day Adopt -A-

Beach Clean -Up that includes a large portion of the 

California coast.    

 

Klubock is the recipient of a prestigious award of 

excellence from the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration for his outstanding 

commitment to integrating cul-

tural and ethnic diversity into 

coastal and marine management 

programs.  

 

Sponsorships, program adver-

tisement and vendor opportuni-

ties are now available for the 

educational fair. The sponsor-

ships are reasonably priced from 

$250 to $5,000 and offer many 

benefits for businesses. Program 

advertisements range from $15 to $100.  

 

For more information on sponsorships, please con-

tact Susie Kontul at susieK@scenica1a.org. For ven-

dor and program advertisements please contact 

Wendy Thomson at Wendyt55@aol.com  or Angel 

Gonzalez at angel.gonzalez@dep.state.fl.us . The 

information can also be found at 

www.scenica1a.org.  

A1A Supporters, Sponsors, Friends: Educational Fun at the Fair  
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The Friends of A1A has added two new members to the Crew of 72: Helm Fi-

nancial Services and Anne Wilson.  

 

Helm Financial Services, headed by Charlie Helm, joins the Crew at the Admiral 

level. His status is as a complement to Joseph W. Bradley Sr. (in memoriam). Bradleyôs wife, Hallie, re-

mains a long - time resident of Flagler Beach. Helm is a community activist who has been affiliated with 

the scenic highway efforts since its inception in Flagler County. He served as the first president of the 

Friends of A1Aôs Board of Directors. 

 

Wilson, who joins the Crew at the Ensign level, has served a key role in moving forward the Florida Sce-

nic Highway and Byway program along A1A. She has served for many years as Chairperson for the A1A 

River and Sea Preserve Trail PRIDE and will become the president of the Friends of A1A next year. She is 

a long - time resident and realtor in the Hammock.  

Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be obtained by vegetating in one little corner of the 

earth all one s lifetime. Mark Twain 

mailto:susieK@scenica1a.org
mailto:Wendyt55@aol.com
mailto:angel.gonzalez@dep.state.fl.us

